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CLARENCE B. LESTER, SECRETARY 1920-1949 


September Ist sees the retirement from office of C. B. Lester, after twenty- 
nine years of leadership in library service for Wisconsin. Not many of the 
librarians who were in active service in the state when he took office remain, 
but every librarian now functioning has reason to appreciate his unfailing 
interest and intelligent handling of their problems. Those who came into 
more personal contact with him through workshops and meetings know him 
as a good friend and a stimulating contributor to stunt nights as well as to 
class rooms. 

His judgment and library knowledge was appreciated from British Colum- 
bia to Texas, in both of which places he made library surveys at the request 
of the American Library Association, an organization which he served in many 
ways through committee chairmanships. 

But it is Wisconsin that will miss him most, and that hates to say “good- 
bye.” Fortunately, he continues to make his home here, and has promised to 
“thumb a ride” to state and district meetings even if he no longer attends in 
an official capacity. So it isn’t good-bye, but congratulations on a well-earned 
leisure, and the hope that we may see you often wherever librarians get 
together. 





WALTER S. BOTSFORD—NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


The Commission wishes to announce that Mr. Walter S. Botsford has 
been appointed to the position of Executive Secretary to succeed Mr. Clarence 
B. Lester on September 1, 1949. 

Mr. Botsford is Assistant Professor of Political Science and head of the 
Dept. of Political Science and Director of the Bureau of Government in the 
Extension Division of the University of Wisconsin. He holds Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in political science from the University of Washington and 
has followed two years of additional graduate work in public administration 
and social service at the School of Public Administration, Syracuse University, 
the New York School of Social Work (Columbia University), and Princeton 
University (School of Military Government). 

For the past year Mr. Botsford has greatly aided the Commission as a 
consultant in formulating its plans for extending and improving library service 
to all the people of the state, particularly those in rural areas. In this period 
the Commission members and staff have come to know and greatly respect 
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his ability, his personality, his capability in public relations. We have found 
his interest in the Commission’s extension program, the “Wisconsin-Wide 
Library Idea,” to be deep, intelligent, and genuine. We have discovered that 
his grass roots familiarity with state and local governmental situations and his 
wide acquaintance in educational and organizational circles in Wisconsin as a 
result of his work in his former positions in the state can be particularly valu- 
able assets in the programs of county and regional library service units with 
strong local citizen participation which the Commission now envisages. 


MATTHEW SIMPSON DUDGEON 


M. S. Dudgeon died at Milwaukee July 26, 1949. He had been Secretary of 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 1909-1920, librarian at Milwaukee 
1920-1941, and then by appointment of the Governor a member of the Com- 
mission 1943-1946. 

He was born at Madison, studied at Baker University, but received his 
law degree at Wisconsin where he earned his W in baseball. After service in 
the Spanish-American war, he was district attorney for Dane County, member 
of the Legislature in 1903, and then a legislative bill draftsman in succeeding 
sessions. 

During his term at the head of the Commission work, the parcels post 
and other adult services of the Traveling Library were particularly developed. 
Adult education was again a chief interest at Milwaukee, and much of his most 
effective work was done in that field. 

Mr. Dudgeon was always interested in civic affairs and always ready to 
assist in community services. 

Service to his fellowmen was the keynote of a useful life, both in his 
official duties and in his participation in community undertakings. 


BOOK WEEK . . . NOVEMBER 13-19 


“Make friends with books” sets the theme for the 1949 Book Week which 
will be celebrated November 13-19 throughout the nation. 

Year by year more people share the responsibilities of Book Week, but 
it is still the librarians who are the natural coordinators in their communities. 
All agencies look to them, as specialists in books, for help and inspiration. Many 
local organizations which are sympathetic with the purposes of Book Week 
need to be shown how they can help in its promotion. A vigorous campaign for 
community cooperation in planning Book Week celebrations—with men’s and 
women’s organizations, book stores, school and church leaders, the boys and 
girls and young people themselves—will result in a Book Week celebration 
that is a vital and lasting influence in the community. 

“Make friends with books” is a vivid slogan with which to rally the friends 
of children and of books. One may interpret it in terms of the companionship 
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of books and lasting friendship with their characters and stress the pleasures 
which reading gives so generously. One may emphasize the educational, cul- 
tural and social significance of books in the modern world or show their im- 
portance in developing an understanding of other nations, other races and 
groups. Let’s celebrate in a spirit that will make all of our children and young 
people conscious of the joys of making friends with books. E.B. 


BOOK WEEK ACTIVITIES 


This sample of 1948 Book Week activities, reported by the librarians of the state, is 
printed to give you ideas and suggestions for Book Week 1949. A story of your Book Week 
activities, newspaper clippings and pictures of the 1949 celebration will give helpful sug- 
gestions to others planning celebrations next year. Send them to Elizabeth Burr, B-103 State 
Office Building, Madison 2, and we will file them for reference and publication at that time. 


Favorite Book Characters Election—More 
than 800 children in Wausau participated 
in a vote for favorite book characters during 
Book Month last November with the results 
announced during National Book Week. A 
ballot was mimeographed with nine offices 
to be filled; the candidates ran on platforms 
that emphasized their book personalities. 
Robin Hood, Rip Van Winkle, Alice in 
Wonderland, Dr. Dolittle and Tom Sawyer 
were some of the successful winners. The 
contest stimulated interest in the books, 
provided an interesting theme for a display 
and resulted in two front page newspaper 
stories, one with a picture of a group of 
youngsters, casting their ballots. 


Know your Library Week—La Crosse, cele- 
brating its 60th anniversary, used Book 
Week to publicize adult, teen age and chil- 
dren’s services. Beginning with open house 
at Main and the Branches on Sunday, speci- 
al events were held each day and evening, 
including three radio broadcasts, Great Is- 
sues discussion, a hobby show, a special 
teen age night, book exhibits for Cubs and 
Brownie mothers, pre-school and regular 
story hours. Miss Fuller reports “the hobby 
show was by far the most successful event 
with a request for a repeat performance .. . 
we made a special project of showing people 
our micro-film reading and ceiling projector 
and those gadgets interested them of course. 
Northern Engraving also let us display their 
Micro Library Reader and that caused a 
lot of comment.” Book marks, carrying a 
list of all the events in the Main and Branch 


libraries, were distributed; spot announce- 
ments were used over the radio stations and 
the La Crosse Tribune carried stories and 
pictures. 


Book Week Teas—Many libraries reported 
teas or open house for parents, teachers and 
other adults in the community interested in 
children’s books. Burlington reported that 
their “open house” was attended by a num- 
ber of the adult patrons and almost all of 
the local teachers . . . Bloomer that the 
public, attending their “open house” was 
entertained by high school students who 
gave brief reports of best loved and some 
new books recently added to the collection 
. .. Mead Public Library at Sheboygan sent 
out an attractive invitation to their Book 
Week tea and the Sheboygan Press story 
invited all adults interested in good books 
for children, making a special point of 
Christmas buying. The tea was in the form 
of a Book Fair, which not only displayed 
new children’s books but also featured the 
colored film of Mother Goose stories (shown 
every half hour) and the playing of the 
A. L. A. folk tale records. Mrs. Kohler auto- 
graphed copies of her “You and the Consti- 
tution of the United States” . . . Original 
illustrations from the Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary exhibit were displayed at the Book 
Week tea at Clintonville sponsored by the 
librarian and the library trustees. Elizabeth 
Burr talked to the group on “Books for the 
child’s own library,” suggesting books that 
are suitable for Christmas gifts for children 
of all ages and stressing the importance of 
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a child having some good books for his own 
library. A brightly colored invitation, bear- 
ing the slogan “Books tell the story” and 
illustrated with the mittens from “Red mit- 
tens” was distributed to parents through the 
school youngsters . . . Letters from favorite 
children’s authors and their pictures were 
on display at the tea in Wausau for nearly 
100 teachers that opened their Book Month 
festivities . . . Grade school teachers were 
guests of the library staff at a tea Monday 
afternoon after school in Neenah and the 
leaders of Girl Scout troops of Neenah and 
Menasha were guests at an evening tea. 


Displays—Almost every library in the state 
had displays of some type during Book 
Week. Kenosha arranged a display of re- 
cently acquired children’s books in the win- 
dow of the Cotton Shop, downtown with 
the Book Week poster prominently dis- 
played. In the Boys’ and Girls’ Library 
there were new books on display and an 
array of articles and native dolls brought 
from South America by the former children’s 
librarian, Flora Hottes . . . Juanita Walker 
was at the Superior Water, Light and Power 
Company each afternoon during Book Week 
with a display of new children’s books to 
offer suggestions to parents for books they 
might order through local book stores, for 
their children. One of their patrons loaned 
her doll collection for a display in the chil- 
dren’s and adult departments. The Superior 
Museum had a special exhibit of books, new 
and old, including rare books, beautifully 
illustrated and designed modern books, out- 
standing children’s books—some of them 
owned by the Museum itself, others loaned 
by the public library . . . Good books for 
children were contrasted with the less desir- 
able type of comic books in a display in the 
first floor corridor of Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary. The exhibit which was worked out by 
Norma Rathbun asked the question “Who 
are your children’s pals?” The answer, the 
display pointed out, is either “werewolves, 
bloodthirsty bums, murdering perverts and 
sex maniacs, or adventurers, great men and 
women, inventors and sportsmen,” depend- 
ing on the type of reading the children do. 
The display included comic books obtained 
from the district attorney’s office and sam- 
ples of outstanding childen’s’ books. 
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Book Fair—The Madison Free Library, the 
Madison schools, the P. T. A. Council, the 
State Historical Society Library and the 
Madison bookstores sponsored a Book Fair 
that was opened daily from noon to 9 P. M. 
during Book Week. Children’s, young peo- 
ple’s and adult books were on display in 
the auditorium; the Gimbel Centennial art 
collection, school books used 100 years ago, 
early books of Wisconsin, books and cos- 
tumed dolls of Wisconsin nationalities were 
among the exhibits in the gallery. Tea was 
served each afternoon and programs were 
planned each night as special features of 
the Fair. Madison authors were presented 
one night, Robert Gard spoke on Wisconsin 
folklore, “Waubun” was dramatized, Mary 
Alice Jones spoke on children’s reading and 
Uncle Ray told stories to the boys and girls 
Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. 


Class Visits—All of the grade school classes 
in Platteville visited the public library dur- 
ing Book Week. Miss Laughton used the 
Mozart album, depicting his life and his mu- 
sic, with the 5th through 8th graders and 
reports that it was received enthusiastically 

. . Surrounding rural and state graded 
schools as well as the local public schools 
visited the New Lisbon Public Library .. . 
Six classes, lasting 45 minutes each were 
scheduled daily at the Oshkosh Public Li- 
brary until more than 900 children were 
shown the library collection of new books, 
given instruction in the use of the library 
and listened to the story of “Jonathan and 
the rainbow.” 


Children’s Authors—Jim Kjelgaard told the 
children, who visited the Lake Mills Public 
Library, about his books and the writing of 
them. At a tea later in the afternoon he 
talked to a group of parents and other inter- 
ested adults on children’s reading . . . A 
recording of John R. Tunis as Bob Dworkin’s 
guest was used on “Meet the author” over 
WKOW in Madison, a part of the public 
library’s classical hour each Sunday evening 
at eight o'clock. 


Plays and Pageants—“Book Magic” was pre- 
sented by a sixth grade class in Kenosha at 
the Boys’ and Girls’ Library for all the 
grade school children . . . It was presented 
by some of Burlington’s young readers as a 
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radio program to the eighty youngsters 
crowded into the library . . . A pageant 
with a cast of 150 children, was presented 
as the Milwaukee Library’s contribution to 
the International Institute’s Holiday folk 
fair. The theme of the pageant was the 
great variety of nationalities represented by 
the characters in children’s books. The nar- 
rator was Mrs. Louise Raschig, children’s 
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librarian of the Center St. Neighborhood 
library. 

Publicity—Booklists, the radio, newspaper 
stories,_that carried the Governor’s Proc- 
lamation, stories and pictures of Book Week 
activities, annotated lists of new books and 
the cut of the Book Week poster,—were used 
all over the state to carry the message of 
Book Week to all people in the community. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


SECOND ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY MANAGEMENT 

The Second Annual Institute on Public 
Library Management was presented by the 
Bureau of Government of the University 
Extension Division, the Wisconsin Library 
School and the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion, July 25-27. 


During the three days, approximately 100 
persons in attendance considered current so- 
cial, economic and governmental trends and 
their implications for future library develop- 
ment. Special attention was given to Wis- 
consin’s need for development of more effec- 
tive units of service available to community 
needs which the majority of our libraries 
are not able to do with their present inade- 
quate support. 


John McKenzie Cory, Executive Secretary 
of A. L. A., keynoted the meeting with a 
discussion of general library objectives and 
standards needed to reach them. Changing 
social and governmental patterns and eco- 
nomic trends were discussed by Professor 
Arthur Wileden of the University Rural So- 
ciology Department, M. G. Toepel, Execu- 
tive Office of the Governor, W. Donald 
Knight, Director of Bureau of Business Re- 
search and Service, University of Wisconsin. 
Their discussion was followed by participa- 
tion in small groups with librarians as dis- 
cussion leaders. 


With the above stage set—the group con- 
sidered the specific problems facing Wiscon- 
sin in the achievement of the Wisconsin- 
wide Library Idea through the development 
of county and regional libraries—problems 
as seen by the librarians of small libraries, 
the large library, the trustee, the lay person, 


the municipal official and the library train- 
ing agency. 

Robert Schacht, Director of the Bureau 
of Information and Program Services of 
University Extension Division, conducted a 
symposium and discussion on the role of 
the librarian in municipal research publicity 
programs and the radio and the library. 

One morning was spent with Dr. Harold 
Lancour, Assistant Director of Illinois Li- 
brary School, in consideration of in-service- 
training program for large and small li- 
braries and for activity of state agencies in 
this field. 

The session concluded with an afternoon 
spent with Dr. Howard McClusky, Director 
of Studies and Training in Community 
Adult Education, University of Michigan, 
considering the unique opportunity and the 
challenge to librarians of public libraries to 
influence the total life of the individual and 
the total community. Dr. McClusky’s sincere 
belief in the great potentialities of the pub- 
lic library and his faith in the ability of 
people to individually and collectively make 
the community a better place in which to 
live sent us home with renewed enthusiasm 
for the adventure, the dignity and the im- 
portance of the profession of librarianship. 

AF. 
TRIAL CHANGES IN BULLETIN 
AND GUIDEPOST 

Discussion during a business session of 
the Wisconsin Library Association in Mil- 
waukee in June was the final factor in de- 
ciding that a change must be made in the 
amount of time devoted to publication of 
the Bulletin and Guidepost. Members of 
the Library Extension Staff have found it 
necessary to curtail consultant visits to li- 
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braries out in the state, because of the 
amount of time needed to assemble, write 
and edit copy of these two publications. The 
adult book list has been especially time con- 
suming. 

There has been considerable opportunity 
for librarians to express themselves relative 
to which service is most needed—the per- 
sonal visit or the Bulletin with its book lists. 
The general opinion as expressed by librar- 
ians and which was one of the important 
factors in the final decision was that the per- 
sonal visits of consultants was most impor- 
tant. With this in mind Mr. Chancellor, 
chairman of the Commission, appointed a 
Bulletin committee to investigate what might 
be done to ease the situation and economize 
on printing to the end that more money will 
be available for travel and more time free 
for visiting. 

As a result of the work of the Bulletin 
committee recommendations were made to 
the Commission and they approved changes 
which will result in the following plan as a 
temporary relief: 

The Bulletin will be published only six 
times a year. There will be no book lists in 
it. It will be published every other month 
beginning with this number. Your next num- 
ber will be November. Paid subsciptions will 
be advanced to cover the amount already 
to their credit. This plan provides for a 
change in format beginning with January 
1950 resulting in a more attractive publica- 
tion which should appeal to librarians, trus- 
tees and lay persons and prove useful in 
gaining an interest in library service. 

The Guidepost will be published monthly 
in mimeographed form (at least for the pre- 
sent). It will include an annotated list of 
adult and juvenile books. The September 
Guidepost will be the first in the new form. 
Jennie T. Schrage, Chief of Traveling Li- 
brary, will edit the adult book list and Eliza- 
beth Burr, Consultant in Children’s and 
Young People’s work, will continue to do 
the children’s list. 

We hope that this will bring you more 
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up-to-date book information in the Guide- 
post and more varied and helpful material 
in the Bulletin. O.M.T. 


CERTIFICATION QUALIFICATIONS 
REVISED GRADES II AND III 


The Library Commission has made several 
decisions relative to certification which will 
be of interest to Wisconsin librarians. 

Candidates for Grade II Certificate are 
required by statute [43.165 (4b)] to hold “a 
degree from a college or university approved 
by an accrediting association of more than 
statewide standing and a 6 weeks’ public 
library course or a degree including the 
equivalent of such a course and not less 
than two years of successful experience in 
a library of recognized standing.” Since the 
“6 weeks’ public library course” is no longer 
offered at the University of Wisconsin Li- 
brary School the Commission will recognize 
successful completion of one summer session 
at Library School as a substitute. 

Candidates for Grade III Certificate are 
required by statute [43.165 (4c] to be high 
school graduates and to have completed “a 
6 weeks’ course in an accredited library 
school and one year’s successful library ex- 
perience.” Again since this course is not 
available, the Commission approved as a 
substitute the following plan: Attendance 
and successful participation at two succes- 
sive Workshops plus a work project and 
reading program carried on by the candidate 
in the intervening year. 

The Workshop to be held at Northern 
Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, September 
25-30 will be the first for those working 
toward Grade III Certification. They will 
select the project on which they wish to 
work during the coming year and will be 
assigned to the consultant under whose su- 
pervision the work will be done. This will be 
done at the Workshop. 

At its July 23rd meeting, the Commis- 
sion made provision for more frequent re- 
viewing of candidates’ requests for certi- 
fication. 
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MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF 
WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


JUNE 9-11, 1949 


The Wisconsin Library Association held 
its 58th Annual Meeting at the Schroeder 
Hotel in Milwaukee, June 9-11, 1949. 

The first day’s program was devoted to 
Library Workers with Children and Young 
People. At the business meeting presided 
over by Marian Sharp the secretary’s report 
and treasurer’s report, with the balance ot 
$84.53, were read and placed on file. After 
Gladys Cavanagh reported on the Magazine 
Index, Miss Hensey moved that the Index 
Publication deficit be taken care of by the 
treasury so the Index could be continued 
another year. Carried. Mildred Batchelder 
reported on the A. L. A. Fourth Activities 
Committee, and the Chairman was asked to 
appoint a Committee to study the report. 
Norma Rathbun moved that this section of 
W. L. A. be held from now on in conjunc- 
tion with the Association. Carried. The fol- 
lowing slate of officers was elected: Chair- 
man—Florence Evans; Vice-Chairman—Mary 
Malnar; Secretary and Treasurer—Edna Wu. 

Jane Billings presided at the luncheon 
meeting at which Mayor Zeidler welcomed 
the group, and Nesta Edwards spoke on 
“Making Books Live.” 

At the afternoon meeting Lillian Paukner, 
Curriculum Supervisor of the Elementary 
school of Milwaukee spoke on “A Progres- 
sive Reading Program.” This was followed 
by a symposium on “Looking toward the 
White House Conference—The Child in his 
Community,” participated in by Alice Scho- 
walter, Enest Goranson, Margaret Winchell, 
Eva Burmeister and Elizabeth Burr. 

The Milwaukee Public Library had an 
afternoon tea, and the Blatz Brewing Com- 
pany entertained at a buffet supper. 

Edward Hungerford spoke on “Turning 
experience into adventure.” 

The business meeting opened Friday 
morning with the report of President Bill- 
ings which was accepted and placed on file. 

The report of Treasurer Dorothy Last was 
read and placed on file. 

Sybil Schuette read the report of the 
Exhibits Committee that was accepted and 
placed on file. 


The report of the A. L. A. Council mem- 
bers, Hazel Laing and Marie Barkman, was 
read by the Secretary and placed on file. 
There was discussion by Mr. Krug, and 
others urging the membership to inform the 
Council members how they felt on A. L. A. 
matters. No action taken. 

Clara Lindsley read the report of the 
Adult Education Committee, and it was 
placed on file after a discussion of their 
flyers and committee membership. 

The Great Books Committee report of 
Helen Terry was read by the Secretary, and 


‘accepted with the recommendations of the 


committee. 

The Centennial Committee, having fin- 
ished its work was discontinued. Mr. Krug 
said the lighted state map could be bor- 
rowed but transportation was expensive. 

The Secretary read the report of Alberta 
Seiz, Federal Co-ordinator, which was ac- 
cepted and placed on file. 

Mr. Seebach reported a membership of 
519, and contributions of $1,015.30 from 
174 members for the State-Wide Library 
Fund, which he said was a partial report. 
It was accepted and placed on file. 

Dorothea Krause read the report of the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee which was 
accepted and placed on file. Mr. Krug made 
it plain we were accepting the A. L. A. 
principles of freedom of the press and mind. 

Mrs. Billings welcomed back Marian 
Spear from Ypsilanti, Michigan, and Daisy 
Trilling of Menasha. 

Helen Farr read the Scholarship Commit- 
tee report after explaining the ambiguity of 
our position. Report was accepted and 
placed on file. 

The Executive Secretary, Margie Sornson 
Malmberg, reported on the 5-4 decision of 
the Finance Committee, on 311 A. She said 
the bill had since been amended to half of 
the original amount, and that if everyone 
contacted his legislator, she thought the bill 
would pass the Assembly the next week. 
200 S., the salary bill, setting the Secretary’s 
salary at $6,500 passed the Senate June 9 
and would need active support to get it 
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through the Assembly. She urged commu- 
nity action in favorable support. The in- 
formal report was accepted and Mr. Krug 
urged the membership to cooperate fully 
in this plea. 

President Billings read the proposed 
amendment allowing A. L. A. Council mem- 
bers to serve on the Executive Board with- 
out right to vote. The amendment was 
adopted by a voice vote. 

A discussion of postal rates pending in 
Bill S-11380 and H.R.-2945 followed and 
Miss Schrage moved and it was seconded 
that the Association go on record as object- 
ing to an increased library book rate, and 
that the membership instruct their repre- 
sentatives in Congress. Carried. 


Mr. Krug moved that we accept alterna- 
tive 8 of the Scholarship Committee Re- 
port. That the scholarship program shall be 
dropped until the need and funds indicate 
that it shall be revived. Miss May of Su- 
perior brought out the fact that we speak 
of recruiting but do nothing about it. Mr. 
Krug, Dorothea Krause, Miss Farr and Mur- 
iel Fuller brought out that we can not afford 
to maintain the state-wide program and the 
scholarship program too; that the state-wide 
program has greater significance now; and 
that we must clarify our policy. Carried. 

A motion by Miss Farr to offer a scholar- 
ship this year was defeated. 

Miss Laing announced that both the 
Commission and Racine bookmobiles were 
on display at the Milwaukee Public Library. 

The noon luncheon honored trustees and 
district chairman. H. Russell Austin, book 
editor of the Milwaukee Journal, discussed 
“30 Books Worth Borrowing.” 

Sectional: meetings were held in the after- 
noon. 

At the Hospital Section, Ruth Little of 
Fond du Lac presided at a question box and 
Lucy Latini spoke on “Case study of a Li- 
brary.” 

Eugene Rector spoke at the County and 
Trustees section on the significance and 
need of a sociological survey of areas pre- 
paratory to a program of library develop- 
ment. After this the trustees met in a dis- 
cussion of problems with Mrs. Orrilla 
Thompson. The County section with Hazel 
Laing presiding elected Kay Biwer as presi- 
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dent, and Jessie Sanford, secretary for the 
year. 

Mary Ellen Winchester presided at the 
Special libraries section where Mrs. Mc- 
Kinstry gave an illustrated talk on Homes 
of Natchez. 

The Cataloging Section with Mary Tes- 
ovnick, Chairman, listened to a panel on 
“Streamlining Catalog Procedures” with 
G. B. Naeseth, Brownell Dana, Irene M. 
Doyle, Helen Kennedy and Ruth Wiese as 
participants. 

The banquet was held in honor of Mr. 
C. B. Lester, who will retire September 1, 
1949 as Secretary of the Free Library Com- 
mission after 29 years of service. He was 
presented with a pipe as a token gift of 
our appreciation. Mr. Cory of A. L. A. 
spoke on the A. L. A. aims and objectives. 


At the business meeting Saturday, June 
11, Jane Livingston read the report of the 
State-Wide Library Service Committee in 
Muriel Fuller’s absence. It was accepted 
and placed on file. 

The secretary read the report of the Sal- 
aries and Personnel Committee, which was 
accepted and placed on file. President Bill- 
ings explained that the Committee’s report 
was not printed because the statistics would 
not raise the standards of W. L. A. 

Mr. Seebach reported 598 members in 
the Association. 

The report of the Executive Secretary 
was read, accepted and placed on file. 

The Finance Committee report of Edith 
Shepard and Mrs. Irene Metke was accepted 
and placed on file. 

Dorothy Last reported a total registration 
of 276 with 8 guests, 18 trustees, 15 exhibi- 
tors and 240 members. 

Margie Sornson Malmberg brought out 
the need for an evaluation of the services of 
the Commission staff so that members would 
get those services that mean the most within 
the limits of the Commission budget. Mr. 
Lester explained the budget and a discus- 
sion followed regarding the Bulletin, visits, 
book selection, the needs of small versus 
large libraries, printing costs and delays, 
Guidepost. Then, Marie Barkman moved, 
it was seconded and carried that the Com- 
mission staff send out a statement’ asking 
every librarian to express himself on what 
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is needed from the Commission. Members 
present were urged to write at once. 

Mr. Hayward read the report of the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws Committee and asked 
its acceptance. Discussion regarding mail 
voting, two candidates, election at the meet- 
ing, open election from the floor followed. 
Miss Perham moved that the by-laws be 
left the way they are, and that the consti- 
tution be changed at the next meeting. This 
was seconded and carried. 

Miss Florence Hensey from Wausau read 
a resolution presented to the Children’s Sec- 
tion, Workers with Young People and asked 
W. L. A. adoption which was given with 
the Executive Board having permission to 
add names to the list. 
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Miss Terry asked about the type of lead- 
ers training course for Great Books and 
preference was listed for the course operat- 
ing over a number of weeks. 

On a motion of Miss Krause, it was de- 
cided to send Aileen MacGeorge, librarian 
at Stevens Point, a telegram telling her we 
are thinking of her and miss her. 

Mr. Lester read the report of the Resolu- 
tions Committee which was accepted and 
placed on file. 

The report of the Nominating Commit- 
tee was accepted. There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned after 
the introduction of the new officers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Margie Sornson Malmberg 


REPORTS 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
We are again privileged to gather in an- 
nual session to review the activities of the 
past year and to exchange ideas of mutual 
interest for the advancement of our associa- 
tion’s well being. 


This term has been an unusually brief one 
in its chronological span, but its eight 
months have represented intensive activity. 
Your Executive Board has had seven ses- 
sions in addition to three meetings in con- 
junction with the Joint Extension Commit- 
tee. Our relationship within the Executive 
Board and with the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission and its staff have at all times 
evidenced a consonance of concerns, opin- 
ions and decisions. 

Continuing the established policy, one 
member of the Executive Board attended 
each of the district meetings held this spring. 
To further the coordination of thought and 
activity between the district and state as- 
sociation, the vice-president of the associa- 
tion was designated to serve as the coordina- 
ting official between these two phases of 
library organization. We are pleased to be 
able to recognize in a small measure the 
district presidents at our luncheon on Fri- 
day noon. Each district should be made to 
feel that it is an integral part of the work 
of the association as a whole and the state 
officers should work with the districts in 


carrying out their activities. This should not 
be interpreted to mean a decentralization 
of the state association, but rather a fuller 
utilization of existing organized strength. 


Late in 1948 it became evident that the 
part which the state association must play 
on the Joint Extension Committee was one 
of legislative responsibility. Early in De- 
cember, Miss Farrington, Mrs. Malmberg 
and I called upon several of the legislators 
in their home communities, presenting to 
them the Wisconsin library. picture, asking 
their advice and enlisting their support. Al- 
though this have since proven itself invalu- 
able, we soon realized that we could not 
continue this on an extensive plane. Hence 
we felt the need for someone to take the 
legislative responsibility on a full time basis. 
At the joint meeting of the Executive Board 
with the Joint Extension Committee, we 
recognized the fact tha tif the Wisconsin- 
wide Library Idea was to have a chance of 
fruition, we must have someone in Madison 
to present our views to the legislators. We 
realized that the representative of the Wis- 
consin Library Association must be some- 
one who had a thorough knowledge of the 
needs of libraries in this state—both large 
libraries and small libraries. Further this 
representative had to have a sincere interest 
in the amelioration of library conditions in 
Wisconsin. With these qualifications in mind, 
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we were fortunate in securing the services 
of Margie Sornson Malmberg and grateful 
to the Appleton Library Board for releasing 
Mrs. Malmberg. We have paid our Execu- 
tive Secretary a salary of $150 per month 
and her living expenses. I think that you 
ought to know and be proud that not one 
dollar has been spent for food or entertain- 
ment of legislators. 


It is still too early to measure the com- 
plete results of our legislative activity. We 
know however that the Commission budget 
has had a substantial and long over-due 
increase. The bills relating to the library 
demonstration and the salary of the secre- 
tary of the Commission are still in the hands 
of the Joint Finance Committee. What we 
shall never be able to evaluate are the valu- 
able contacts made and the fact that the 
legislators and public in general have been 
made aware of the deplorable status of li- 
braries. This has been done through per- 
sonal contacts, the press and the radio. None 
of this could have been done without the 
assistance of the people in the state. Need- 
less to say none of these activities is an 
innovation, but rather it represents an in- 
tensification of activities begun in other 
years. All of this work is based upon the 
untiring efforts of the association in the 
past ten years. May the next ten years show 
the libraries in Wisconsin taking their right- 
fully active part in the educational and so- 
cial life of the state. 

The process of educating the public to 
the needs and advantages of good library 
service is one which must be continued with 
the same fervency, if we are ever to meet 
our goals. We must inform the rural as well 
as the urban groups of our needs and what 
good library service can offer them. We must 
inform not only the leaders but also take 
the program to the people. To accomplish 
this in part, we have asked the directors of 
the Farm and Home Week to include library 
extension in their programs for next year. 
This policy should be extended to all state- 
wide gatherings of urban and rural groups, 
including the League of Municipalities and 
the County Boards Association. 

During the past term I attended the plan- 
ning meeting for the A. L. A. Midwest 
Regional Conference to be -held in Grand 
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Rapids, Michigan, November 9th to 12th, 
1949 and later in the winter I attended the 
midwinter meeting of the American Li- 
brary Association in Chicago. Within the 
state I was privileged to attend the splendid 
trustees’ meeting in Milwaukee on March 
19th; the Farm and Home Week sessions in 
Madison on January 21st and the Tri-state 
Regional Planning meeting in Milwaukee 
April 8th. I spoke on library extension at 
the library section meeting of the state Par- 
ents’ and Teachers’ Association meeting in 
Green Bay April 28th and at the Seventh 
District Federation of Women’s Clubs at 
Antigo on May 4th. 


Carrying on the correspondence with the © 


membership has been one of my most pleas- 
ant, yet most difficult tasks. During the two 
year term I have written almost 1200 let- 
ters. I have tried to answer your questions 
promptly and thoughtfully, I have thor- 
oughly enjoyed your letters and I want to 
express to you my profound gratitude for all 
the assistance you have given me through 
our correspondence. 


You elected a most capable corps of 
officers to serve with me during these two 
years. I want you to know that a spirit of 
discord has never arisen at any of our Exe- 
cutive Board meetings. To the members of 
the Executive Board I would say: You have 
been willing workers in the service of li- 
braries. Each one of you has made your 
special contributions and has given unstint- 
edly of your time and energy. 

Our committee members have served these 
two years and have made substantial con- 
tributions in thought and action. I would 
say to the committee members: You ac- 
cepted your responsibilities graciously and 
willingly. Your cooperation has made these 
two years memorable ones. Each member of 
the Wisconsin Library Association is in- 
debted to you for the contributions you have 
made. 

Without the backing and support of my 
own Clintonville Library Board I should not 
have begun my work in the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association. However, these trustees 
have an awareness of and an interest in 
library problems beyond their own munici- 
pality. They have taken an avid interest in 
the goals of the association and have given 
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their complete support of library legislation. 
I shall always be grateful to them for mak- 
ing my committee work, secretaryship and 
presidency of the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation possible. 


In closing I wish to say that I appreciate 
the honor you have conferred upon me. I 
assure you that it has been a period of 
pleasant service. If through my humble ef- 
forts, I have made any contributions to Wis- 
consin libraries, it is well. Thank you for the 
important trust you have given me. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Jane K. Billings 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 


Your Executive Secretary has been pri- - 


marily concerned with three pieces of legis- 
lation designed to stimulate the develop- 
ment of effective library service for all Wis- 
consin citizens. 

While the budget of the Library Commis- 
sion as recommended by the Governor was 
a $10,000 increase above the current bud- 
get, it was not large enough to hire the 
increased personnel needed to advise the 
librarians and trustees on local problems, 
let alone stimulate the development of the 
Wisconsin-wide Library Idea. An effort was 
made to acquaint the legislators with the 
work of the Commission and the need for 
funds for an effective program. Not only 
the legislators, but citizens and organizations 
have been informed about the unhappy li- 
brary situation in the state, and the new 
program that, if inaugurated, will benefit all 
Wisconsin citizens. Our attempts to inform 
them resulted in a $10,000 increase for the 
biennium to the Governor’s budget. Since 
we now know the budgetary limitations of 
the Commission for the next two years,’ I 
think it might be well for the Association to 
analyze and evaluate the services of the 
Commission staff as to which will be the 
most helpful to the membership. Such an 
evaluation, or at least the discussion result- 
ing from the evaluation, should prove help- 
ful to the Commission when they make their 
decision on services to be offered within the 
limitations of the budget. 

200 S. involves the salary of the secretary 
of the Commission. As you know this salary, 
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set by statutes, has not been changed for 18 
years, and it is imperative that this adjust- 
ment be made. With Mr. Lester’s retire- 
ment imminent, it will be necessary to hire 
a new secretary to implement the new pro- 
gram of county and regional library develop- 
ment. 200 S. set the salary at $6,000; and 
we tried to get it raised to $7,500. It was 
reported out of Finance June 7 at $6,500. 
It was recommended for passage, but since 
so many people feel passage is uncertain 
we all have an obligation to inform our 
local legislators of the importance of this 
bill for leadership is important to the devel- 
opment of our program. 

811 A.-223 S., the Library Demonstration 
Bill, designed to accelerate our program of 
county and regional library development 
through two three-year demonstrations will 
illustrate what we mean by effective library 
service. The Finance Committee is sched- 
uled to report the bill out of Committee this 
week. 

831 A., the “here and after provided” bill 
has become law. 

We have followed 713 A. and 740 A. 
which are primarily concerned with school 
library problems. 

Our main objective has been to alert legis- 
lators, citizens, and organizations to the cur- 
rent library situation and the vast implica- 
tions of good library service. The press, 
radio, and personal contact have been used 
to inform others of the potentialities for edu- 
cation, information, recreation, and inspira- 
tion of the modern public library. Such a 
program must be carried on at every level 
of government if it is to be effective, for any 
growth to be lasting must be the slow 
growth of a grass roots movement, guided, 
directed, and stimulated by dynamic leader- 
ship from the state level. Each of us has an 
individual responsibility to be effective in 
our locality so that growth is even and sure 
throughout the state; for in concerted action 
there is strength. 

Accomplishments may look small for the 
energies expended. We can only hope we 
maintain the interest, the support, and the 
friendliness we have secured from citizens, 
organizations, and legislators and go on 
from here to develop a more effective pro- 
gram. We must build on the firm founda- 
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tions of those who labored before us, and 
hope that our efforts are as lasting. 
May I thank you all for the confidence 
shown, and the cooperation given me. 
Sincerely, 
Margie Sornson 


ANNUAL REPORT OF TREASURER 
W. L. A.—1948-1949 


Balance in general fund October 


2, 1949 $ 851.23 


Receipts 


Membership dues 
Convention, 1948 $ 101.00 


1949 1216.00 
Total membership dues 1817.00 
Exhibitors’ fees 
Convention, 1948 133.00 
1949 812.00 
Total exhibitors’ fees 445.00 
Convention, 1948, registration 
and meals 454.50 
Change ret’d to general fund 
after 1948 convention 80.00 
$2246.50 
Total $3097.73 
Disbursements 
Executive Board $547.39 
Secretary 578.63 
Treasurer 53.10 
Joint Extension Commit- 
tee 21.63 
State-wide L. S. Com- 
mittee 197.62 
A. L. A. Dues 25.00 
Misc. and other commit- 
tees 184.73 
Convention 1948 701.40 
A. L. A. Midwest meet- 
ing 150.00 
$2459.50 
Total disbursements $2459.50 
Balance in General Fund — $ 638.23 
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State-wide Library Fund 
Total receipts $1092.15 
Total disbursements 1056.40 


Balance in State-wide Library Fund 35.75 





Balance in checking account $ 673.98 
Savings account 

Balance October 2, 1948 $500.00 

Interest 5.00 

Balance in savings account 505.00 
Total $1178.98 


Supplementary Report—June 9, 1949 
Balance in check account—June 3 $ 673.98 
Receipts 

Membership dues $ 83.00 
State-wide Library Fund 6.00 


Exhibitor’s fees 114.00 
Registration fees 812.00 
515.00 
$1188.98 
Disbursements 
Executive Board $10.00 
Secretary 189.81 
Convention 40.00 
239.81 
Balance in checking account $ 949.17 


Dorothy Last, Treasurer 


A STATEMENT TO WLA FROM ALA 
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

The activities of the American Library 
Association are deserving of your close at- 
tention and your fullest cooperation. The 
ALA and the WLA can be bulwarks of 
sound professional standards with the result- 
ing extensive educational service we are 
seeking to give our American democracy, 
providing we make them bulwarks. Remem- 
ber, YOU are the ALA and the WLA. We 
are continually talking about the importance 
of an informed citizenry. We need to be 
intelligently informed ALA and WLA mem- 
bers. 

When problems are recognized and 
sleeves rolled up to combat them and make 
for a healthy organization, it is inexcusable 
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for all members of the profession not to 
participate in the re-organization. When the 
ALA Executive Secretary, Mr. John Cory, 
gave his report to the Council at the Mid- 
winter Conference held in Chicago in Janu- 
ary, it was such a dignified and encouraging 
report of determination in the right direc- 
tion that it sounded a keynote of alertness 
and thoughtful concern on the part of all 
members present to help in solving the many 
grave internal problems. 

Mr. Cory pointed out that ALA is grow- 
ing and it is a healthy organization. Its mem- 
bership on December 31, 1948 was the high- 
est in the Association’s history. He further 
pointed out that the primary emphasis of the 
ALA Headquarters staff, for at least the next 


year or two, is to be placed on the streng- . 


thening of all types of libraries and the ex- 
tension of library service by securing in- 
creased support for libraries through such 
means as: (1) identification of needs; (2) de- 
velopment and application of standards; (3) 
promotion of cooperation among libraries 
and among librarians; (4) enlistment of lay 
interest; and (5) working for the enactment 
of necessary legislation. 

The Fourth Activities Committee report 
should be carefully studied by all ALA 
members in order to voice intelligent opin- 
ions. 

Part 1 of the report deals with manage- 
ment of the affairs of the Association as now 
constituted. Part 2 contains the committee’s 
recommendations on future organization and 
functions of the ALA. The Council at the 
Midwinter meeting acted only on Part 1 of 
the report, approving recommendations 1, 
2, 14 and 16 and accepting the other 13 
recommendations for consideration of the 
Executive Board. Part 2 of the report will be 
again presented at the Midwinter Confer- 
ence in 1950. In the meantime it is for you 
to study and discuss. The full text is in the 
January, 1949 ALA Bulletin. 

It brings up such questions as member- 
ship structure, the need for decentralization 
of authority, organization by type of work 
and type of library, geographic organiza- 
tion, government of the ALA, general man- 
agement of the Association, location of head- 
quarters, services provided such as place- 
ment service, membership information, de- 
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partment of library education and personnel, 
department of information and advisory serv- 
ices. 

It is for you to decide types of services 
most needed—field work, publications, cen- 
tral advisory services. 

Then there is the matter that has been of 
concern to some in ALA for several years— 
giving individual members a larger partici- 
pation in policy making and activities. Mil- 
ton Lord, Chairman of the Committee on 
Committee Appointments, is sincerely en- 
deavoring to get help on this question. 
Whether you have been asked for sugges- 
tions or not, if you have any, write Mr. 
Lord. 

In regard to the controversy pertaining to 
the report of the Nominating Committee: 
The Council members’ report to the Presi- 
dent of WLA that appeared in the April 
Newsletter, gives an explanation of the fire- 
works over the nomination of a First Vice- 
president (President-Elect) for ALA. The 
candidates are: 


Clarence R. Graham 
Librarian, Free Public Library 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Carl H. Milam 
Director of Library Services 
United Nations Library 
Lake Success, New York 


Become informed and vote when you re- 
ceive the ballot. And please do not isolate 
yourself from what the libraries of the coun- 
try are striving to do for democracy—make 
for an intelligently informed, participating 
citizenry. Include your own ALA and WLA 
in your individual efforts to be personally 
informed—being informed, please partici- 
pate. 

Hazel D. Laing 
Marie W. Barkman 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 

The publicity committee of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association was enlarged by 
President Billings after the 1948 convention 
in order that we might have added assist- 
ance in covering the legislative program. 
The following members were added to the 
committee: 
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Press and Radio: Mr. Samuelson, Mrs. 
Thompson, Miss Jansky 

Flyers: Mr. Samuelson, Miss Farring- 

ton, Miss Hage 

Helen Jansky of the Madison Public Li- 
brary staff did an excellent job of publicity 
during the 1948 convention. She contacted 
all Madison radio stations and newspapers 
with the result that we had excellent cover- 
age for all our meetings. 

The publicity committee prepared three 
Newsletters during the past year, the first 
in February 1949, the second in April, and 
the third in May. All librarians were urged 
in the Newsletters to actively support our 
legislative program and to interest lay per- 
sons and organizations in our legislation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frances Clark, Chairman of Publicity 
Elizabeth Spence 

Elizabeth Hage 


REPORT OF THE STATEWIDE 
LIBRARY SERVICE COMMITTEE 

At the convention in Madison in the fall 
of 1948, the Wisconsin Library Association 
expressed its preference for supporting a 
legislative program that would seek federal 
aid first, an inceased budget for the Wiscon- 
sin Library Commission next, and state aid 
as its final project. 

Actually the emphasis has been on the 
budget increase first, then on measure to 
increase the salary paid to the secretary of 
the commission and the Demonstration Bill. 

In order to have more direct contact with 
the different areas of the state, each mem- 
ber of the Statewide Committee was given 
a specified region, and it was her personal 
responsibility to keep in touch with the li- 
brarians in that area as the program pro- 
gressed. Organized groups such as Home- 
makers, Federated Women’s Clubs, Farm 
Bureau Organizations, Older Youth Groups 
and others have been talked to also, in or- 
der to show them that the program must 
be theirs as well as one for librarians. 

The usual methods of informing librar- 
ians and lay people alike and trying to 
excite them to positive action for the pro- 
gram with letters, post cards, flyers, WLA 
Newsletter, radio publicity, and newspaper 
publicity have all been tried. 

This committee has again been repre- 
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sented on the Joint Extension Committee 
and cooperated in the planning sessions 
when the legislation was prepared for pre- 
sentation to the legislature. 

A report on the present status of the legis- 

lature now pending follows: 

‘Commission Budget—increased by $5,000 
per year over the governor's recom- 
mendation. 

Bill 200 S—Reported out of Joint Finance 
‘Committee at $6,500. Passed by the 
Senate on June 9th. 

Bill 311 A and 223 S—Referred to Joint 
Finance Committee, amended to be 
voted on one demonstration. Not re- 
ported out of Finance officially. 


It’s almost impossible to separate the work 
and activities of the State-wide Library 
Service Committee from that of the Publicity 
Committee, the Joint Extension Committee, 
and even the Executive Board at times, be- 
cause all have had a share in promoting the 
legislative program of the Wisconsin Library 
Association. 

Since the appointment of Margie Sornson 
as legislative representative for the associa- 
tion, there has been an excellent job of 
liaison work done between the legislature 
and the association, and the committee has 
tried to back up her work out in the state 
by getting people interested enough in our 
program to demand its passage. Many peo- 
ple have responded by contacting their leg- 
islators personally or by telegrams and let- 
ters; but they must be reminded again this 
week end by the people in your communi- 
ties. 

The Statewide Library Service Commit- 
tee recommends that the Wisconsin Library 
Association as an organization, and through 
its members individually, carry on during 
the next two years a continuous program of 
education on the basic fundamentals of the 
Wisconsin-wide Library Idea. 

As a result of this program we hope that 
there will be such a rising tide of opinion 
from the people of the state supporting the 
passage of whatever legislation may be 
planned and proposed by the association and 
the library commission that the legislature 
will be forced to pass it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Muriel Fuller, Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE FEDERAL 
CO-ORDINATOR 


A number of bills of interest to librarians 
have been introduced in the 81st congress. 
An attempt has been made to keep the Wis- 
consin congressmen informed on these bills 
and of the possible effect of these bills upon 
libraries in Wisconsin. 

According to the latest report hearings 
on the Library Demonstration Bill, H.R. 
874, will be held when action on the federal 
aid to education bill is complete. Paul How- 
ard, director of the Washington Office of 
ALA, believes the hearings on this bili will 
be scheduled for sometime around the mid- 
dle of June. The Senate bill, S. 180, came 
up on the Senate calendar February 8. Sena- 


tor Taft of Ohio asked that the bill be 


passed over and under Senate rules. This 
was done. It came up again on February 
21. This time Senator Saltonstall of Massa- 
chusetts objected for Senator Taft. The bill 
will come up again in the regular term but 
Mr. Taft will not allow it to pass by unan- 
imous consent so a vote will have to be 
taken. 

Congressmen were contacted protesting 
the increased postal rates for books. In the 
proposed legislation, S. 1180 and H.R. 2945 
the special rate for library books has been 
eliminated. All book shipments will be 
charged at the same rate. Libraries would 
also be affected by the increase in the price 
of post cards from one cent to two cents. 
Senator Wiley has urged amendment of the 
proposed legislation and Senator McCarthy 
will not support any postage increase until 
the Post Office Department first follows the 
Hoover Commission’s recommendations, An 
expanded social security program has been 
presented to Congress in two bills, H.R. 
2892 and H.R. 2893, which is the old age 
survivors and disability insurance bill would 
extend social security benefits to 20 million 
persons, including librarians. 

If H.R. 4634 is approved libraries will 
not have to pay the manufacturers’ excise 
tax on typewriters. This measure has been 
referred to the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

This would be a good time to write your 
congressmen again urging their support of 
the library demonstration bills, H.R. 874 and 
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S. 180. When you hear from the congress- 
man from your district I would recommend 
that you inform your federal coordinator. 
Word from his own constituent holds more 
weight with a representative than word 
from someone outside his district. 

In order to keep up-to-date on federal li- 
brary legislation libraries may now sub- 
scribe to the Washington Newsletter which 
is published by the Washington Office ot 
ALA at a subscription price of $7.00 a year. 

Thank you all for the assistance and co- 
operation which has been given to me as 
federal co-ordinator. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alberta Seiz 
Federal Coordinator, WLA 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 

No report of censorship has been received 
by the committee to date. However, it was 
noted that the office of the District Attor- 
ney of Milwaukee County stopped the sale 
of three novels on newsstands in Milwaukee. 
The novels were: “The Amboy Dukes”; 
“Mister Roberts”; and “The Gilded Hearse.” 

Richard E. Krug, city librarian of Mil- 
waukee, opposed the action, and the Mil- 
waukee Public Library Board adopted the 
Library Bill of Rights drawn up by volun- 
tary arbiters of morals or political opinion. 

Milwaukee County’s Judiciary committee 
has recommended the creation of an advis- 
ory commission to censor books, pamphlets 
and periodicals distributed in Milwaukee 
county. The recommendation will go to the 
County Board in June. It is said that eight 
municipalities in the county have asked for 
its establishment, including Milwaukee, Cud- 
ahy, West Allis, West Milwaukee, Fox 
Point, and River Hills, the towns of Gran- 
ville and Milwaukee. Wauwatosa said it 
would handle the problem itself. 

The commission was originally proposed 
as a method of curbing the distribution of 
immoral and obscene literature, particularly 
comic books. Under the plan the commission 
would have no enforcement facilities, but 
would call to the attention of the district 
attorney’s office violations of existing laws 
and ordinances. 

The committee suggests that the Wiscon- 
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sin Library Association take a stand on the 
Library Bill of rights as outlined by the 
American Library Association, the text of 
which follows herewith: 

Library Bill of Rights 

The Council of the American Library As- 
sociation reaffirms its belief in the following 
basic policies which should govern the serv- 
ices of all libraries: 

1. As a responsibility of library service, 
books and other reading matter selected 
should be chosen for values of interest, in- 
formation and enlightenment of all people 
of the community. In no case should any 
book be excluded because of the race or 
nationality, or the political or religious views 
of the writer. 

2. There should be the fullest practicable 
provision of material presenting all points 
of view concerning the problems and issues 
of our times, international, national, and lo- 
cal; and books or other reading matter of 
sound factual authority should not be pre- 
scribed or removed from library shelves be- 
cause of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

8. Censorship of books, urged or prac- 
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ticed by volunteer arbiters of morals or 
political opinion or by organizations that 
would establish a cooercive concept of 
Americanism, must be challenged by li- 
braries in maintenance of their responsibility 
to provide public information and enlighten- 
ment through the printed word. 

4. Libraries should enlist the cooperation 
of allied groups in the fields of science, of 
education, and of book publishing in resist- 
ing all abridgment of the free access to ideas 
and full freedom of expression that are the 
tradition and heritage of Americans. 

5. An an institution of education for 
democratic living the library should welcome 
the use of its meeting rooms for socially 
useful and cultural activities and discussion 
of current public questions. Such meeting 
places should be available on equal terms 
to all groups in the community regardless of 
the beliefs and affiliations of their members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothea M. Krause, Chairman 


Edna Kraft 
Clara E. Laughton 


REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
REVISION COMMITTEE OF THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
JUNE 11, 1949 


The Committee submits, at this time, a proposed revision of the Wisconsin Library 
Association Constitution and By-laws, copies of which are in the hands of those present. 


PRESENT FORM 


Article 1. Name. 

Article 2. Object. 

Article 3. Members. 

Article 4. Officers. The officers of the 


Association shall be a President, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, to 
be elected by ballot at the annual meeting 
held in the odd-numbered year. 

These officers, with the retiring President, 
shall constitute the Executive Board which 
shall have power to act for the Association 
in the intervals between meetings. 

Vacancies in office shall be filled by action 
of the Executive Board. 


PROPOSED REVISION 
Article 1. No change. 
Article 2. No change. 
Article 8. No change. 
Article 4. Officers. The officers of the 
Association shall be a President, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

Officers shall be elected by ballot at the 
annual meeting held in each odd-numbered 
year and shall serve for two years, or until 
their successors have been elected. 

The Executive Board shall consist of the 
retiring President and the representative or 
representatives from Wisconsin on _ the 
A.L.A. Council, providing that such repre- 
sentative or representatives may participate 
in all Board discussions but shall not have 
the power to vote. The Executive Board shall 
have power to act for the Association. 


September, 1949 


Article 5. Meetings. 


Article 6. Amendment. This constitution 
may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
those present at any annual meeting. Pro- 
posed amendments shall be submitted at an 
annual meeting. They shall be acted upon 
at the next annual meeting, notice of the 
proposed changes having been given in the 
call for the meeting. If more than one 
amendment be submitted they shall be voted 
upon separately. 
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Article 5. No change. 


Article 6. Amendment. Proposed amend- 
ments to this constitution may be submitted 
at any annual meeting. Having been duly 
accepted by the Chair and referred to com- 
mittee for consideration and report, they 
shall be presented at the next annual meet- 
ing for action by the Association, notice of 
the proposed amendment having been given 
in the call for the meeting. 

The Constitution may be amended by a 
two-thirds votes of those members present 
at the annual meeting acting on proposed 
amendments. If more than one amendment 
be submitted, each amendment shall be 
voted upon separately. 


W. L..A. By-laws 


PRESENT FORM 


By-law 1. Elections. A nominating com- 
mittee of five members representing differ- 
ent parts of the state shall be chosen by the 
Executive Board prior to the annual meet- 
ing. 

This committee shall prepare an official 
ballot. At least one month prior to the an- 
nual meeting the Secretary shall mail a 
copy of the ballot to each member of the 
Association. Ballots shall be marked and re- 
turned to the Secretary in sealed envelopes 
bearing on the outside the words “Official 
Ballot.” These sealed envelopes shall be en- 
closed in envelopes bearing the name and 
address of the member voting. Members who 
have not voted by mail may do so at the 
annual convention by following the above 
procedure. 

A plurality shall elect. 


By-law 2. Duties of officers. 
By-law 8. Executive Board. 
By-law 4. Dues. 

By-law 5. Amendment. 


PROPOSED REVISION 


By-law 1. Elections. A nominating com- 
mittee of five members representing differ- 
ent parts of the state shall be appointed 
by the Executive Board at least three months 
prior to the annual meeting held in each 
odd-numbered year. 

This committee shall prepare a slate of 
candidates for office consisting of at least 
two nominees for each office. At least one 
month prior to the annual meeting held in 
the odd-numbered year, the Secretary shall 
mail a copy of the slate to each member of 
the Association. 

At the annual meeting electing officers, 
the nominating committee shall present its 
slate for action by the Association. Addition- 
al nominations may be made from the floor. 
Voting shall be on each office severally. 

A plurality shall elect. 


By-law 2. No change. 
By-law 8. No change. 
By-law 4. No change. 
By-law 5. No change. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Edward B. Hayward, Chairman 
George C. Allez 

Leila Janes 

Jennie T. Schrage 

Frederick Wezeman 
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REPORT OF THE ADULT EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 


As formerly, the work assigned to the 
Chairman of the Adult Education Commit- 
tee has been to attend the monthly meetings 
of the Joint Committee on Education in 
Wisconsin. 

The latter has conducted workshops in 
various places to present unbiased informa- 
tion on pressing needs in the field of educa- 
tion. 

It has prepared objective information on 
matters of education in the form of flyers. 

It has promoted radio broadcasts on cur- 
rent needs of education. 

Selected members of the Joint Committee 
are appointed to closely follow state legisla- 
tion especially, concerning education. To 
quote, the Joint Committee “will digest the 
most important proposed educational legisla- 
tion and follow its progress through the leg- 
islature.” This included the legislation 
which came up dealing with the needs of 
the Library Commission. 

I wish to recommend that in addition to 
the president of the W. L. A. and the ap- 
pointed member that an additional member 
of the W. L. A. be delegated to attend these 
Joint Committee meetings. 

And to repeat what I said last year, I 
further wish to recommend that every mem- 
ber of the W. L. A. take advantage of the 
above mentioned excellent sources of ‘in- 
formation on current educational problems, 
and to make use of them through your local 
library. 

Clara L. Lindsley, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE GREAT BOOKS 
COMMITTEE 

The Great Books committee of the Wis- 
consin Library Association did not have any 
regular meeting this year, but its members 
participated in the state program in various 
ways. Mary DeJonge stopped in Milwaukee 
one day in April and reported on the very 
successful group meeting in Menasha of 
which she is an active member. The chair- 
man prepared an item for the W. L. A. 
newsletter this spring, and tried several times 
to get information on the state program into 
the Milwaukee papers. She was successful 
only once. She has kept in touch with her 
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members by correspondence and notified 
them of the leaders’ training course held in 
Milwaukee during April and May. In addi- 
tion, she has kept in touch with Dean Adolf- 
son and Mr. Schacht of the University of 
Wisconsin Extension Division which because 
of its large staff throughout the state is 
well-qualified to carry on this activity. Mr. 
Adolfson and his staff have shown a genuine 
enthusiasm and have devoted time and mon- 
ey to the work of promotion which they 
do in cooperation with the Great Books 
Foundation. 

By now librarians in the state are well 
aware of the Great Books program and can 
cooperate with the Extension Division di- 
rectly, and they in turn can keep librarians 
informed of the progress in the state. I see 
no real need for the continuance of this 
committee of the association. However, if 
it is continued I would recommend that 
someone in the region of Madison be ap- 
pointed chairman. 

Helen Terry, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

The Scholarship Committee has received 
only one inquiry about a scholarship for the 
library school for the academic year 1949- 
1950. The personality and scholastic record 
of the candidate indicate that she is an in- 
dividual who would be an asset to the li- 
brary profession, 

Since the Association voted at its 1948 
convention to return the funds previously 
earmarked for scholarships to the general 
fund, it is not possible for the Committee to 
act favorably on the application until the 
Association authorizes the money for that 
purpose. 

Since abandonment of the scholarship pro- 
gram had not been indicated, the Wisconsin 
Library Association Scholarship was listed 
among others in the 1949 announcements of 
the Wisconsin Library School. In view of 
that fact the Committee recommends that a 
scholarship of $250.00 be offered for the 
academic year 1949-1950 providing that the 
funds can be made available from the treas- 
ury without serious encroachment upon the 
Association’s educational program in behalf 
of statewide library service. 


September, 1949 


It is further recommended that whether 
or not a scholarship is granted for 1949- 
1950 the Association clarify its policy for 
the future. It should be decided whether 
1, it is intended that a scholarship shall be 
offered each year hereafter, 2. that scholar- 
ships will be offered only after the necessary 
money has been specifically earmarked, or 8. 
that the Association drop its scholarship 
program until such time as the need and 
funds indicate it should be revived.. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Helen E. Farr, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

The membership committee reports the 
following activities for the past year. 

84 letters were sent to delinquent mem- 
bers. Dorothy Last, Treasurer, wrote on 
May 22, 1949, “Your letter to members who 
have not renewed membership has brought 
results.” 

1948 Membership of 


W. L. A. 519 
1949 Membership of 
W. L. A. 594 


75 members (new) 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. E. Seebach, Chairman 

P. S. It is hoped that before the Convention 
closes, we will have 600 members. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON EXHIBITS 
We have sold space to 17 firms for 
exhibit space at the meeting June 9-11, 
with a total of 18 booths, one firm taking 
two booths. At a charge of $24.00 a unit 
we will collect a total of $426.00. Of this 
amount the hotel receives $216.00, leaving 
a balance of $210.00 for the Association. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary E. Tesovnik 
Sybil C. Schuette, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 
The Finance Committee has audited the 
books of the treasurer, and found them 
correct. 
Irene V. Metke, Chairman 
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RESOLUTION 

Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation assembled in its 58th Annual 
Meeting at Milwaukee on June 11, 1949. 

Once more we have experienced the gra- 
cious hospitality of our hosts, the Milwaukee 
Public Library, and extend to Mr. Krug and 
his staff our thorough appreciation of all 
they do so well for our comfort and con- 
venience, and for the delightful tea ar- 
ranged for us on Thursday. 


That we offer our thanks and appreciation 
to the management of Hotel Schroeder for 
their cooperation; to Milwaukee Association 
of Commerce for their assistance at the 
registration desk; to Blatz Brewing Company 
for their generous hospitality; to the local 
newspapers, the Milwaukee Sentinel and 
Milwaukee Journal; and to the Appleton 
Chamber of Commerce for use of mimeo- 
graph facilities. 

That we are grateful to Miss Fern Hold- 
ridge of Wausau and Mr. Elmar Bode ‘of 
Milwaukee for place cards for our tables. 

That we are most appreciative of the 
substantial support of exhibitors and their 
hospitable entertainment on Friday evening, 
and trust that our membership will give 
them significant return in use of their pro- 
ducts. 

That we offer our felicitations and all 
good wishes for continued enjoyment of 
well-earned leisure to Miss Marian Kelly 
on her retirement after 46 years of service 
at Kaukauna. 

And to Miss Grace E. Loveland, long the 
librarian at Wauwatosa. 

In the inevitable course of human events 
we must again record here our sense of loss 
in the passing from this earthly scene of 
colleagues who have made their contribu- 
tions to library work in this state: 

Mrs. M. C. Hanson, of the Library Board 
at Racine. 

Mrs. G. N. Lemmer, one of the founders 
of the public library at Spooner. 

Ada J. McCazthv of Richland Center, a 
former president of the Association. 

Mrs. D. W. Parker, board member at 
Fennimore, and widow of the donor of their 
library building. 

David O. Stine, long a member and presi- 





130 


dent of the library board at Reedsburg. 
Mrs. Walter Washburn, for many years a 
trustee at Portage. 


May we retain in our memories our pro- 
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found respect for their good works and let 
us strive to emulate their good examples in 
library service. 

C. B. Lester, Chairman 
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